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The Feast of Mashíyyat (Will) 
 

Music/Persian chant 

1. O compassionate God! Thanks be to Thee for Thou hast awakened and made me 

conscious. Thou hast given me a seeing eye and favored me with a hearing ear, hast led 

me to Thy kingdom and guided me to Thy path. Thou hast shown me the right way and 

caused me to enter the ark of deliverance. O God! Keep me steadfast and make me firm 

and staunch. Protect me from violent tests, and preserve and shelter me in the strongly 

fortified fortress of Thy Covenant and Testament. Thou art the Powerful. Thou art the 

Seeing. Thou art the Hearing.  O Thou the Compassionate God. Bestow upon me a heart 

which, like unto glass, may be illumined with the light of Thy love, and confer upon me 

thoughts which may change this world into a rose garden through the outpourings of 

heavenly grace. Thou art the Compassionate, the Merciful. Thou art the Great 

Beneficent God. 

 ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Bahá'í Prayers, p. 70 
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2. O MY FRIENDS! Walk ye in the ways of the good pleasure of the Friend, 

and know that His pleasure is in the pleasure of His creatures. That is: no man 

should enter the house of his friend save at his friend’s pleasure, nor lay hands upon 

his treasures nor prefer his own will to his friend’s, and in no wise seek an 

advantage over him. Ponder this, ye that have insight! 

 
 Bahá’u’lláh, Hidden Words, Persian #43 
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3. Fix your gaze upon wisdom in all things, for it is an unfailing antidote. How 

often hath it turned a disbeliever into a believer or a foe into a friend? Its observance is 
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highly essential, inasmuch as this theme hath been set forth in numerous Tablets 

revealed from the empyrean of the Will of Him Who is the Manifestation of the light of 

divine unity. Well is it with them that act accordingly.  

Centre your attention unceasingly upon that which will cause the Word of God to be 

exalted. In this Most Great Revelation goodly deeds and a praiseworthy character are 

regarded as the hosts of God, likewise is His blessed and holy Word. These hosts are the 

lodestone of the hearts of men and the effective means for unlocking doors. Of all the 

weapons in the world this is the keenest.  

Beseech thou God to graciously assist all men to observe that which His all-glorious 

Pen hath recorded in the sacred Books and Tablets.  

 Tablets of Bahá’u’lláh, p. 100 
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4. The true seeker hunteth naught but the object of his quest, and the lover hath no 

desire save union with his beloved. Nor shall the seeker reach his goal unless he 

sacrifice all things. That is, whatever he hath seen, and heard, and understood, all must 

he set at naught, that he may enter the realm of the spirit, which is the City of God. 

Labor is needed, if we are to seek Him; ardor is needed, if we are to drink of the honey 

of reunion with Him; and if we taste of this cup, we shall cast away the world.  On this 

journey the traveler abideth in every land and dwelleth in every region. In every face, he 

seeketh the beauty of the Friend; in every country he looketh for the Beloved. He 

joineth every company, and seeketh fellowship with every soul, that haply in some mind 

he may uncover the secret of the Friend, or in some face he may behold the beauty of 

the Loved One.  

 Bahá’u’lláh, Seven Valleys and Four Valleys, p. 4 
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5. O ye illumined loved ones and ye handmaids of the Merciful! At a time when 

the sombre night of ignorance, of neglect of the divine world, of being veiled from God, 

had overspread the earth, a bright morning dawned and a rising light lit up the eastern 

sky. Then rose the Sun of Truth and the splendours of the Kingdom were shed over east 
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and west. Those who had eyes to see rejoiced at the glad tidings and cried out: ‘O 

blessed, blessed are we!’, and they witnessed the inner reality of all things, and 

uncovered the mysteries of the Kingdom. Delivered then from their fancies and their 

doubts, they beheld the light of truth, and so exhilarated did they become from draining 

the chalice of God’s love, that they utterly forgot the world and their own selves. 

Dancing for joy they hastened to the place of their own martyrdom and there, where 

men die for love, they flung away their heads and hearts.  But those with unseeing eyes 

were astonished at this tumult, and they cried, ‘Where is the light?’ and again, ‘We see 

no light! We see no rising sun! Here is no truth. This is but fantasy and nothing more.’ 

Bat-like they fled into the underground dark, and there, to their way of thinking, they 

found a measure of security and peace.  

This, however, is but the beginning of the dawn, and the heat of the rising Orb of Truth 

is not yet at the fullness of its power. Once the sun hath mounted to high noon, its fires 

will burn so hot as to stir even the creeping things beneath the earth; and although it is 

not for them to behold the light, yet will they all be set in frenzied motion by the impact 

of the heat.  

 Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, #16 
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6. O ye loved ones of the Lord! This is the hour when ye must associate with all 

the earth’s peoples in extreme kindliness and love, and be to them the signs and tokens 

of God’s great mercy. Ye must become the very soul of the world, the living spirit in the 

body of the children of men. In this wondrous Age, at this time when the Ancient 
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Beauty, the Most Great Name, bearing unnumbered gifts, hath risen above the horizon 

of the world, the Word of God hath infused such awesome power into the inmost 

essence of humankind that He hath stripped men’s human qualities of all effect, and 

hath, with His all-conquering might, unified the peoples in a vast sea of oneness.  Now 

is the time for the lovers of God to raise high the banners of unity, to intone, in the 

assemblages of the world, the verses of friendship and love and to demonstrate to all 

that the grace of God is one. Thus will the tabernacles of holiness be upraised on the 

summits of the earth, gathering all peoples into the protective shadow of the Word of 

Oneness. This great bounty will dawn over the world at the time when the lovers of God 

shall arise to carry out His Teachings, and to scatter far and wide the fresh, sweet scents 

of universal love. 

 Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá, p. 19 
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