The Feast of Qudrat (Power)
XMuste/ Persion chont

1. O compassionate God! Thanks be to Thee for Thou hast awakened and made me
conscious. Thou hast given me a seeing eye and favored me with a hearing ear, hast led me to
Thy kingdom and guided me to Thy path. Thou hast shown me the right way and caused me to
enter the ark of deliverance. O God! Keep me steadfast and make me firm and staunch. Protect
me from violent tests, and preserve and shelter me in the strongly fortified fortress of Thy
Covenant and Testament. Thou art the Powerful. Thou art the Seeing. Thou art the Hearing. O
Thou the Compassionate God. Bestow upon me a heart which, like unto glass, may be illumined
with the light of Thy love, and confer upon me thoughts which may change this world into a rose
garden through the outpourings of heavenly grace. Thou art the Compassionate, the Merciful.
Thou art the Great Beneficent God.

‘Abdu’l-Bahd, Bahd’i Prayers, p. 30
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2. If any man were to meditate on that which the Scriptures, sent down from the heaven of
God’s holy Will, have revealed, he would readily recognize that their purpose is that all men
shall be regarded as one soul, so that the seal bearing the words ‘The Kingdom shall be God’s’
may be stamped on every heart, and the light of Divine bounty, of grace, and mercy may envelop
all mankind. The One true God, exalted be His glory, hath wished nothing for Himself. The
allegiance of mankind profiteth Him not, neither doth its perversity harm Him. The Bird of the
Realm of Utterance voiceth continually this call: ‘All things have I willed for thee, and thee, too,
for thine own sake.’ If the learned and worldly-wise men of this age were to allow mankind to
inhale the fragrance of fellowship and love, every understanding heart would apprehend the
meaning of true liberty, and discover the secret of undisturbed peace and absolute composure.

Bahd’u’lldh, Tablets of Bahd’v’lldh p. 63
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3. The utterance of God is a lamp, whose light are these words: Ye are the fruits of one tree,
and the leaves of one branch. Deal ye one with another with the utmost love and harmony, with
friendliness and fellowship. He Who is the Day-Star of Truth beareth Me witness! So powerful is
the light of unity that it can illuminate the whole earth. The One true God, He Who knoweth all
things, Himself testifieth to the truth of these words. Exert yourselves that ye may attain this
transcendent and most sublime station, the station that can insure the protection and security of

all mankind.
Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, page 14
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4. The fifth Tardz concerneth the protection and preservation of the stations of God’s
servants. One should not ignore the truth of any matter, rather should one give expression to that
which is right and true. The people of Baha should not deny any soul the reward due to him,
should treat craftsmen with deference, and, unlike the people aforetime, should not defile their
tongues with abuse.

In this Day the sun of craftsmanship shineth above the horizon of the occident and the river of
arts is flowing out of the sea of that region. One must speak with fairness and appreciate such
bounty. By the life of God! The word ‘Equity’ shineth bright and resplendent even as the sun.
We pray God to graciously shed its radiance upon everyone. He is in truth powerful over all
things, He Who is wont to answer the prayers of all men.

In these days truthfulness and sincerity are sorely afflicted in the clutches of falsehood, and
justice is tormented by the scourge of injustice. The smoke of corruption hath enveloped the
whole world in such wise that naught can be seen in any direction save regiments of soldiers and
nothing is heard from any land but the clashing of swords. We beseech God, the True One, to



strengthen the wielders of His power in that which will rehabilitate the world and bring
tranquillity to the nations. Tablets of Bahd’u’lldh, p. 13
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5. O BEFRIENDED STRANGER! The candle of thine heart is lighted by the hand of My
power, quench it not with the contrary winds of self and passion. The healer of all thine ills is
remembrance of Me, forget it not. Make My love thy treasure and cherish it even as thy very
sight and life.

The Hidden Words, Persian, #32
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6. In every dispensation, there hath been the commandment of fellowship and love, but it
was a commandment limited to the community of those in mutual agreement, not to the dissident
foe. In this wondrous age, however, praised be God, the commandments of God are not
delimited, not restricted to any one group of people, rather have all the friends been commanded
to show forth fellowship and love, consideration and generosity and loving-kindness to every
community on earth. Now must the lovers of God arise to carry out these instructions of His: let



them be kindly fathers to the children of the human race, and compassionate brothers to the
youth, and self-denying offspring to those bent with years. The meaning of this is that ye must
show forth tenderness and love to every human being, even to your enemies, and welcome them
all with unalloyed friendship, good cheer, and loving-kindness. When ye meet with cruelty and
persecution at another’s hands, keep faith with him; when malevolence is directed your way,
respond with a friendly heart. To the spears and arrows rained upon you, expose your breasts for
a target mirror-bright; and in return for curses, taunts and wounding words, show forth
abounding love. Thus will all peoples witness the power of the Most Great Name, and every
nation acknowledge the might of the Ancient Beauty, and see how He hath toppled down the
walls of discord, and how surely He hath guided all the peoples of the earth to oneness; how He
hath lit man’s world, and made this earth of dust to send forth streams of light.

Selections from the Writings of ‘Abdu’l-Bahd, p. 19
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7. The source of courage and power is the promotion of the Word of God, and steadfastness
in His Love.

Bahd'u'lldh, Tablets of Bahd'u'lldh, p. 156
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