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Celebration of the Birth of The Báb

Prophet-Herald of the Bahá'í Faith

20 October 1819
Welcome

Prayer Chanted in Persian
Prayer written by the Báb:

 
Is there any Remover of difficulties save God?  Say: Praised be God!   He is God!  All are His servants, and all abide by His bidding!

Music: “God Sufficeth” (please sing)
Say: God sufficeth all things above all things, and nothing in the heavens or in the earth but God sufficeth.  Verily, He is in Himself the Knower, the Sustainer, the Omnipotent. –The Báb
The Báb’s Life (from Mystical Realities: The Báb and Quddus)


“There is only one God, the Creator of the Universe.  Throughout history, God has revealed Himself to humanity through a series of divine Messengers, each of whom brought spiritual and social teachings for that time in history.  


These Messengers include Moses, Jesus, Muhammad and others.  The goal has been to create a single, global and ever-advancing civilization.


The coming of new Messengers from God represent pivotal points in history.  Each releases a fresh spiritual impulse, stimulating personal renewal and social advancement.  One of these divine Messengers was called The Báb.  The Báb’s primary mission was to prepare the way for the next Manifestation of God, Bahá'u'lláh, who would usher in the age of peace that had for so long been promised in all the world religions.  During His short ministry of nine years, The Báb founded an independent religion known as the Báb’í Faith, with its own distinctive scriptures and community of believers which left an indelible mark on history.  Over 22,000 individuals of high and low rank gave their lives to promote and teach this Cause which had as its main objective to bring about world unity.

The Báb was the Prophet-Herald of the Baha’i Faith, who foretold the coming of Baha’u’llah, the Prophet-Founder of our Faith.    His given name was Siyyid ‘Ali-Muhammad --- and his title the Báb means literally the Gate because He proclaimed that a mighty Messenger, Him Whom God Would Make Manifest, would soon appear. Like John the Baptist prepared the people for the coming of Christ, the son of God, the Báb prepared people in His day for the coming of Baha’u’llah, the Glory of God. Tonight Baha'is and their guests worldwide pay homage to the One who initiated the Baha'i dispensation, who revealed a Holy Book, who wrote over 500,000 tablets and prayers, who had thousands of followers and who was martyred for His beliefs at an early age. 
One the most brief yet powerful prayers that the Báb wrote is called The Remover of Difficulties.  Baha'is say this prayer in times of crisis, for protection, or when assistance is needed:
Is there any Remover of difficulties save God?  Say: Praised be God!   He is God!  All are His servants, and all abide by His bidding!
From the Writings of the Báb:


Glorified, immeasurably glorified art Thou, O Lord!    Every man of insight is far astray in his attempt to recognize Thee, and every man of consummate learning is sore perplexed in his search after Thee. Every evidence falleth short of Thine unknowable Essence and every light retreateth and sinketh below the horizon when confronted with but a glimmer of the dazzling splendour of Thy might.

A millennial light broke on the somber horizon of Persia.  From the city of Shiraz, an eloquent Youth known to history as The Báb would forward the impossible claim that He had been sent by God, to prepare for the coming of The Great Universal Teacher, whose Cause would unite the fragmented spiritual heritage of humankind.  A passionate wave of inquiry swept across the land, and the panicking clergy quickly denounced the Báb as a dangerous heretic.  He was arrested, imprisoned in a remote mountain fortress, and finally executed under dramatic circumstances.  His followers and admirers were hounded out and slaughtered or bludgeoned into silence.  

Shocking friends and family, a young nobleman Baha’u’llah immediately arose in the face of great danger to champion this new Cause, abandoning rank, title, lands, and wealth.


Abdu'l-Baha has this to say about The Báb: 

As for the Báb -- may my soul be His sacrifice! -- at a youthful age, that is to say, when He had reached the twenty-fifth year of His blessed life, He stood forth to proclaim His Cause….All alone, in a way which is beyond imagination, He upheld the Cause among the Persians, who are renowned for their religious fanaticism. This illustrious Soul arose with such power that He shook the supports of the religion, of the morals, the conditions, the habits and the customs of Persia, and instituted new rules, new laws and a new religion. Though the great personages of the State, nearly all the clergy, and the public men arose to destroy and annihilate Him, He alone withstood them and moved the whole of Persia.  


 --(Abdu'l-Baha in Some Answered Questions)

Music:  “The Prisoner”  



--
England Dan & John Ford Coley 


Take us to the prisoner
Let us gaze into his eyes
To see what kind of man
It takes a nation to despise

Take us to the prisoner
Let us look upon his face
To see why twenty thousand men
Would gladly take his place
Won't someone give a drink to him?
Remove the chains and let him live
Let him live

Take us to the prisoner
Let us listen to his voice
To see why worlds of wisdom's
In a cell without a choice
Take us to the prisoner
Torn and bent beneath the chains
We wonder if the world is really
Worthy of his name?
Won't someone give a drink to him?
Remove the chains and let him live
Let him live

We know where we're going
For we heard the new winds blowing
And we're got to know for ourselves
It won't help to listen to someone else

Take us to the prisoner
With his eyes so full of grace
The priests have lied
And kings have died
Filled with their own disgrace
Won't someone give a drink to him?
Remove the chains and let him live
Let him live
Let him live
Let him live


Roger White’s poem “Who Had No Candle” 

"He Who had no candle
has here, ensconced in circled circle,
amid adoring flowers
and green deferential trees,
this whitest marble taper
tipped in gold.
It gleams serenely from Carmel,
inextinguishably lights the world,
our reverential hearts
the willing wick. "
Prayer “Remover of Difficulties” by The Báb in Spanish: 

¿Quién puede librarnos de las dificultades salvo Dios? Di: ¡Alabado sea Dios! Él es Dios. Todos somos sus siervos y todos acatamos su mandato.
Prayer “Remover of Difficulties” by The Báb in other languages

Refreshments

One dot:

From this

All else begot.

Take pains:

This sign

All else contains.

Grave well:

This mark

Worlds will tell.

Eloquent pin!

One dot—

Infinitude within.

                                      ---Roger White
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